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Dubius fum quid faciam, imquit ; 
Tene relinquam, an rent. Hor, 


Mr LounceErR, 
S my misfortune is of an uncommon nature, and occafioned 
by perfons the leaft likely of any, from the high charaéers they 
dear, to do an injury to their fellow-creatures, I think myielf bound, 
out of refpect to them, to take this method of difclofing my uneafi- 
nefs. 

You mutt know, Sir, that I have a hufband, who, till of late, fel- 
dom failed in any of the duties incumbent on the mafter of a family, 
He neither frequented the tavern nor the gaming-houfe: he was not 
addiéted to horfes or hounds, or any other expenfive amufements: his 
pleafures lay in the circle of his family and friends: and though his 
ufual occupations might not be deemed very important; yet they 
were innocent and gentleman-like, and fuch as he might purfue with- 
out leaving his wife and children in folitude at home. Such was Mr 
Feeble; though not a fhining character, yet civil to his wife, kind 
to his children, and in ali refpects a decent domeftic hufband as any 
could be met with, till within thefe two years, that he has been in- 
troduced to a nobleman’s family, within a day’s journey of this city. 

When he was firft made acquainted there, he never ftaid above a 
night or two at a time: and, as much company frequented the houfe, 
he returned with fome frefh ideas in his head; at leaft with a pretty 
exact account of all that was faid or done in his prefence, as he has an 
excellent memory for fmall facts, which made him for fome time more 
acceptable and entertaining company at his own fire-fide than ufual, 
Of late, however, he has made his vifits fo frequent, and prolonged them 
fo much at a time, as to neglect or forget his own family altogether: a 
night or two does not ferve him now, it muft be a fortnight or three 
weeks together, that he {pends half a dozen times a-year at Dalville 
Caftle. If I fend at the time he appointed to return home, his anfwer 
is, “* That my Lord and my Lady are fo fond of him, that he muft {tay 
“ fome days longer; he is to be on fuch a party with them to-mor- 
“* row; the next day, there is to be company, he mutt help to enter- 
** tain; on the third day, he is engaged to draw fuch a landfcape for 
‘** the Countefs ; on the day following, there is to be a concert of mu- 
“ fic, at which he muft attend.” In fhort, by his account, he is fo 
neceflary to their pleafures, or daily employments, that they can’c 
live without him. In vain I write to him, that his affairs are in dif- 
order; that there are letters of importance to be anfwered ;_ that the 
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children are become riotous and unruly; that his favourite daughter 
is to dance next day ata ball: nothing will do; the charm of their 
company is irrefiftible, and he remains there till fome diftant vifit of 
theirs breaks up the family for a few days. My friends and neigh- 
bours exprefs their wonder, what can detain him fo long at Dalville 
Cattle; fome of them, with fignificant hints, that would go far to 
alarm a woman of lefs equanimity than 1am, Were the good man 
paying his court with any view of preferment to himfelf, | fhould not 
grudge his abfence; but [ am afraid that is as little in his head as it is 
in theirs. Is it poflible, do you think, that the Earl and Countefs, 
fenfible and accomplifhed as they are faid to be, can find Mr Feeble 
fo very entertaining as to compel him by their kindnefs to fojourn 
with them fo long? or is it the mere love of lounging and good fare, 
and the vanity of being thought intimate and confidential with great 
people, that makes him interpret bare civility in the manner he does? 
Whatever it is, I know that | can get nothing in the houfe to pleafe 
him for a week after he returns. As for mytelf, I fhould care very 
little about his abfence, were it not for the laft circumftance I men- 
tioned, and the ridicule his conduct expofes him to. For his total 
indifference to me a long time paft, has fully convinced me, that it is 
the duty of a good wife to let her hufband follow his own inclination, 


Tam, Sir, your humble fervant, 
PENELOPE FEEBLE, 
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To Mrs Feeble’s queries, we are enabled to give a pretty fatisfaCtory 
anfwer, by the following letter from another correfpondent. 


Mr LounceEr, 

1 am very well at a great houfe in my neighbourhood in the coun- 
try. The Earl and Countefs of Dalville are not only agreeable and 
-accomplifhed, but perfons of the firft-rate merit. My Lord was my 
fellow-ftudent at college; and I fhould have much fatisfaction in their 
fociety, were it not for a great number of infignificant and fometimes 
impertinent people they have about them, As the kingdom of heaven 
is faid to be taken by violence, fo the friendfhip and confidence of 
the great, at leaft their civilities and their time, are often gained b 
forwardnefs and affiduity, and preferved by officioufnefs and flattery. 

I have, more than once, gone to Dalville Caftle, with an intention 
to have pafled fome days there; when finding my Lord and Lady fur- 
rounded with frivolous people, and lending their ears to the moft 
fenfelefs adulation, I have been fo indignant as to make a pretence for 
fhortening my vifit, and have fummoned my carriage back within the 
hour, ‘This would be no great mortification, if the converfation of 
this happy pair, (for happy they are, though noble and wealthy), was 
not of a {train above moft people of their rank, the ftrain of fuperior 
and well cultivated underftandings, were they not often obliged to 
reduce it to the tone of the vulgar fouls they admit about them, Is it ~ 
want of juft difcernment, or the good-nature, condefcenfion, and po- 
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litenefs, that becomes their birth, that makes them fubmit fo tamely 
to the encroachments of an infipid fociety? Of the many evils that 
attend greatneis, that of being obliged to be at home for half the day 
to every fool who has found means to be introduced, appears to me 
to be one of the worft. But it is increafed beyond all endurance, 
when fuch perfons are allowed to take pofleflion of the dwellings of 
the great, and to make their quarters good as long as they pleafe, 
This may be one reafon, perhaps, why the great nobility in the 
fouthern part of Great Britain have generally forfaken the {tately 
manfions of their ancient hofpitality, and retreated to unfociable villas 
on the Thames. 

My impatience on this fubject, Mr Lounger, is a little exafperated 
by an accident that befel me a few months ago. I had devoted a 
fortnight to a tour of vifits in the country, in which my chief object 
was Dalville Caftle, which ftands in the centre of three or four houfes 
of my acquaintances in that part of the country. I arrived there the 
firft day of my journey, and met with a welcome reception. Several] 
people, as ufual, dined there, and among the reft a Mr Feed/e, an in- 
fignificant little foul, who is my perfect abhorrence, on account of his 
abfurd pretenfions to knowledge and tafte in the Belles Lettres and 
the fine arts, though he is a mere fhallow fmatterer in them all. His 
chief bufinels is, from vacancy of mind, to go from houfe to houfe 
where he is acquainted, to collect unimportant domeftic facts, which he 
retails with minute exactnefs to the next family he vifits. The reft of 
the company departed after dinner; he remained, to my great morti- 
fication, I difcovered at fupper that he had been there for fome days, 
and was to flay ftill longer. Upon this intelligence I made a pretence 
of paying the reft of my vifits; on which I fet out in the morning, 
promifing my Lord, when I took my leave, to lengthen my vifit on my 
return. I paffed a whole week accordingly with my other friends; 
but what was my furprife and mortification, when on my fecond ar- 
rival at Dalville Caftle, the firft perfon 1 met was Mr Feeble, who re- 
ceived me with open arms, and, with an infipid fmile on his chalky 
vilage, exclaimed, ** Are you come, my dear Moro/e! | had thoughts 

‘ of returning to town to-day ; but the Countefs told me yefterday, 
‘* that fhe was forry fhe would be obliged to make me change my bed, 
* as fhe expected you; and ihe was afraid you had gone away, be- 
* caufe I had occupied your favourite and ufual apartment. I told 
** her Ladyfhip, that any room would ferve me, and that, though | 
“ had butinefs in town, | liked your company {fo well, that | would 
“‘ fend my fervant to poftpone the meeting, and fay as long as 
“it fuited you to flay. Her Ladyfhip nodded aflent; but faid, if 
‘“* T had bufinefs, perhaps it would be better for me to attend to it, 
‘© and fhe would make my excufe to you. No, no, my Lady, fays | 
“© Morofe is the beft company in the world, and I would not forfeit 
« the pleafure I fhall have in hearing my Lord’s converfation and his, 
“¢ enlivened with his farcaftical jokes, for half my eftate.” What was 
to be done in this cafe, Mr Lounger? My very blood run cold during 
this recital, ‘To ftay was impoflible; fo | made another cowardly fhitt 
to get away. I ordered my fervant to bring me an old letter, “—_ Ps 
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frefh feal on it, in the time of dinner, in which I pretended T had re- 
ceived accounts that my wife was fuddenly taken ill; and thus I e- 
feaped for once the perils of Dalville Caftle, and fhall not approach it 
again, till I hear that Mr Feeble is dead, gone beyond fea, or laid up 


at home with the gout. lam, Sir, Yours, 
JONATHAN MOROSE, 
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THE cafe fet forth in the above letters we believe to be very com- 
mon in all parts of the country where people of rank open their hou- 
fes and keep good tables. The love of apparent confequence, and of 
real good eating, are two of the ftrongeft appetites of man, and are 
equally fubmiflive and grovelling in the attainment of their ends. No 
wonder that the great are flattered by thofe who afcribe to them every 
fuperiority of talents and qualities, in order to increafe their own im- 
portance, and who extol all the luxuries of their tables, that they may 
conftantly partake of them. If found underftandings, or feelings of 
delicacy, fhould fometimes make them proof againft the adulation of 
their perfonal qualities, they will readily yield to that which is paid to 
their gardeners and their cooks, 








As for Mrs Penelope Feeble, I am afraid her cafe is not very hope- 
ful. The only advice I can offer her is, to think her hufband a little 
more worthy of her attention, and to check that inclination which 
her letter feems to indicate, of diminifhing him in his owneyes. I 
know not if fhe can afford to mind her houfekeeping; but fhe may 
certainly command her humour, and regulate her deportment. If 
neither Mr Feeble’s tafte nor his vanity is indulged at home, fhe can- 
not wonder at the power of foreign attractions over both, 
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Mr Morofe fhould know the world better, than to imagine that a 
perfon of Mr Feeble’s facile and pliant difpofition will not, in general, 
be more acceptable to the upper part of mankind than men like him- 
felf. Such perfons of rank as are of weak underftandings, and of 
{lender accomplifhments, have an infuperable diflike to the fociety of 
thofe who keep them perpetually in mind of their own inferiority; 
while others of fuperior abilities, and trve greatnefs of mind, are 
| frequently fo felf-fatisfied, and fo unambitious, as hardly to with for 
the admiration of men of talents, which would coft them fome exer- 

tions to obtain, and which is eafily loft, when there are neither de- 

pendence nor hopes to preferve it: For there is fcarcely one of that 

defcription who is not, what we fufpeét Mr Morofe himfelf to be, 
more or lefs a kin to the genus irritabile vatum, 
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